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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 7/7/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 2 & 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young, 
(U.S. Pat # 5,699,107) in view of Aras, (U.S. Pat # 5,872,588) & LaJoie, (U.S. Pat # 6,772,433). 

Considering claim 2, the claimed program processing system for executing a program 
process using an EPG, comprising; 

'a communication network', reads on the CATV system that supplies video programming 
to the TV system, as shown in Young, Fig. 22a & Fig. 22B; Para [0118, 0129]. 

'a program processing apparatus for executing a program process, such that the 
apparatus has a database for storing program reservation data identifying a reservation 
of a particular externally broadcast programs for recording', reads on the interactive 
user receiver system of Young, Fig. 22a & Fig. 22B. Young teaches reservation/record 
system that stores programming on a VCR or other recording medium Para [0122-0123]. 

'means for preparing program condition based, at least in part on the reservation data\ 
reads on the system in Young that determines if a program has already been selected for 
recording by the subscriber, when the Pending button is activated, Para 0105-0106. 
Young also teaches that allows the subscriber to make reservation to records video 
programming to be broadcast to the receiver, and it is invoked by the subscriber using 
Fig. 9 & Para [0071], which reads on 'condition data '. 
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'means for receiving and storing privacy level data having at least a first value and a 
second value ', even though Young teaches that a subscriber may receive personalized 
EPG, based on their viewing habits, it does not teach the claimed privacy level data. 
Nevertheless, Aras teaches that a viewer may set a privacy level on whether private 
information is transmitted to a server, col. 22, lines 30-52. It would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify Lawler with 
the feature of a privacy switch, for the desirable improvement of allowing the subscriber 
to control which of their private data is transmitted to a third party entity. 

Since Aras teaches that the subscriber may set the Privacy level to ON, then the 
system necessarily comprises at least two levels, i.e., ON & OFF. 
'means for transmitting the privacy level data ', also reads on Aras, col. 22, lines 51-54. 

'means for transmitting based on the privacy level data, the program condition data 
through the network', reads on the combination of Young & Aras, since the combination 
would teach one to prohibit the transmission of certain information associated with a 
subscriber, at least for the benefit of the subscriber maintaining a certain level of privacy, 
as taught by Aras. 

'an EPG preparation server, connected to the communication network for preparing 
EPG data ' is met by the EPG provider in Young that transmits listing information to the 
subscribers, see Para [0118]. 
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'wherein the EPG preparation server includes a reception means for receiving the 
privacy level data and condition data through the communication network'; and 
'means for preparing the EPG including a display for showing the reservation status of the 
externally broadcast program based on the received condition data and transmission means 
for transmitting the EPG to the program processing apparatus ', Young does not discuss that 
that receiver system uses a two-way system to communicate record/reservation request. 
However LaJoie, which is in the same field of endeavor provides a teaching of the headend 
system receiving a record/reservation request from a subscriber, and providing a status of the 
instant request, see Fig. 25; col. 29, lines 20-65. It would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to modify Young with the feature 
of receiving record/reservation information and providing a status to the subscriber, at least 
for the benefit of informing the user when if in fact the program that is the subject of the 
record information has actually been purchased as taught by LaJoie, col. 29, lines 47-53. 

'wherein the program processing apparatus includes means for displaying the EPG' 
reads on the disclosure of both Young & LaJoie 

As for the additionally 'recorded program database for storing information identifying 
externally broadcast programs that have been recorded and playback means for retrieving and 
playing externally broadcast programs', the claimed feature is met by the disclosure of Young 
which discusses in detail the recording and listing of recorded programs, Para [077-0086]. 
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'program playback section... '; 'operating instruction section for controlling playback' is 
also met by Young & LaJoie, since both are directed to playing back recorded programming; 

'inputting means for receiving user commands related to the EPG displayed... wherein 
receiving includes receiving user commands identifying an acquisition period associated with 
EPG... such that the acquisition period being a period within which a plurality of programs 
within the EPG may be broadcast', reads on the one hour time slot from 1 1 :00 AM to 12:00 PM, 
as shown on the EPG displays of Yong, (Figs. 2-3 & Fig. 5). 

'wherein preparing. . .includes. . . identifying a present data & time from an external 
clock', Figs. 1-5 of Young show a present time clock but do not exactly state that it is from 
external manner. Official Notice is taken that at the time the invention was made, it was well 
known in the art to provide an external time clock, at least to ensure that all time at the disparate 
terminal are synchronized with the main clock. 

'determining based on the present date & time and the user-input acquisition period, a 
time relation between the present data & time and the identified user-input acquisition period, as 
being one of within, prior to or later than the instant user-input acquisition period'; ... such that 
if the present date & time is within the user-input acquisition period, determining the programs 
that are currently being recorded; ... confirming, in response to the user-input acquisition period 
being earlier than the instant present date & time, the recorded programs; ... and confirming, In 
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response to the user-input acquisition period being earlier than the present date & time, the 
stored information for reservation of recording', Young shows on Fig. 2-3 & 5 that the present 
time is 1 1 :25 AM, which is within the user-input acquisition period of 1 1 :00 AM to 12:00. The 
Fig. Shows an indicator 48 of all pending or in progress recording, scheduled at that time, see 
Para [0048], which reads on the claimed subject matter. Also see Fig. 4 of Young which 
discloses a list of pending and already recorded programs. 

Young goes on to further teach that a recorded cell, i.e., program that has been recorded 
will be displayed as with a solid red background 42, Para [0043-0045]. 

Considering claim 16, 'wherein a monetary consideration, which differs depending upon 
the privacy level data sent from the program processing apparatus is imposed for the EPG ', 
reads on the disclosure in Aras that "a content provider may encourage the use of behavior 
collection by providing different usage fees based on the enablement or disablement of the 
behavior collection", see col. 22, lines 45-60. Thus subscribers can optionally enable/disable 
their behavior to be collected and/or transmitted, wherein a content provider may provide a 
monetary incentive for the instant subscriber to enable behavior collection/transmission. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A) Boyle Teaches displaying icons that indicate the recording status of programs on 

the EPG. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(571) 273-7290 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 

be directed to Reuben M. Brown whose telephone number is (571) 272-7290. The examiner can normally 

be reached on M-F (9:00-6:00), First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Kcllcy can be reached on (571) 272-7331. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for regular communications and After 
Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



